






Recipient Spotlight
Sharon U Thompson Single Parent Scholarship

“Thank you very much for selecting me. This scholarship will bring me 
closer to achieving my goal of becoming a social worker. Being a single 
parent is extremely difficult, but it’s also the most amazing thing I’ve 
ever done. It’s nice to be recognized for the hard work I’ve put in for the 
last two years—raising a child on my own while attending Sauk and 
working at a substance abuse treatment center. My academic journey 
invests not only in my future but also in my daughter’s as well. Thank 

you for investing in students like me.”

Dorothy K Engel Music Scholarship
“It is an honor to be chosen as one of the recipients of this 
scholarship. I’m currently working towards my associate’s degree 
for my major in fine arts. I’m working on my own photography 
business and plan on pursuing that after my education. I am 
truly grateful for this scholarship.” 

Ann Margaret Brockwell Trust Scholarship
“Thank you for awarding me this scholarship. I plan to complete 
an Associate’s Degree in Science before moving on to study at 
the University of Wisconsin-Platteville, where I plan on majoring 
in Forensic Science. Thank you for giving me the opportunity 
to pursue my dreams and study something that I am very 
passionate about.”

Giovanni Cantu

Kaylah Greul

Sara Hintz

Liam Johnson

SVCC Alumni Scholarship
“I am sincerely honored to have been chosen for this scholarship. 
Your generosity has allowed me to be part of the Agriculture 
Production Technology certification program. I look forward to 
starting my journey to learn more about agriculture so that I can 
take back to the family farm I hope to join. Thank you for your 
time, consideration, and generosity.”

Shapiro Scholarship Endowment
“I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude for being selected for 

this scholarship. With a strong commitment to my education, I plan to 
take 18 credit hours per semester while at Sauk and have these hours 
transferred to the University of Illinois. I am dedicated to my dream of 
becoming a financial advisor or an accountant. Beyond academics, I 
am deeply engaged in a multitude of activities that shape my character 
and aspirations. This scholarship goes beyond mere assistance; it is an 

investment in my future, and I am determined to honor your faith in me.“Trent Heller



Alumni Awards & Honorary Degree

Distinguished Alumni Award

 Robert “Bob” Sondgeroth received his Associate in Arts from SVCC in 1976. He 
continued his education, receiving his Bachelor’s Degree from Illinois State 

University and a Master’s in Education from National Louis University. He 
served 10 years as the Regional Office Superintendent for Lee, Ogle, 
and Whiteside counties before retiring in 2021. His parents encouraged 
Bob and his siblings to attend Sauk, and that encouragement 
continued with Bob’s children, who also attended Sauk. “I owe a lot of 
my happiness to Sauk. I have lifelong friends from my time here, and 

if it weren’t for Sauk, I wouldn’t have met my wife.” He commended the 
graduating class, stating, “You are the smart ones. You chose to begin 

your career path through Sauk.”

Rising Star Award

Karli Ewaniuk received her Associate’s Degree in Accounting in 2023 and 
is currently attending Northern Illinois University, majoring in Finance. A 
member of TRIO, Rotaract Club, and Business Club while at Sauk, she 
learned the importance of stepping outside her comfort zone to explore 
new cultural experiences, which contributed to her diversity as a student. 
“My time here at Sauk was memorable and has had a lasting impact on 

my future endeavors.” 

Honorary Degree in Applied Science

Linda Giesen was awarded an honorary Associate in Applied Science for her 
lasting contributions to the College and the Sauk Valley community. As 

the first female warden of an all-male institute at the Dixon Correctional 
Facility until 1986, she transitioned to the position of Associate Professor 
of Criminology at SVCC. After receiving her degree in law, she served as 
the Lee County States Attorney from 2000-2004 and practiced law with 
her husband, Henry Dixon. “I am deeply grateful to receive this degree. I 
never imagined who or what would shape my life, and I hope to continue 

to shape the lives of those who cross my path. She encouraged the 
graduates to “shine your light; it is a gift you have to share.”

Robert “Bob” Sondgeroth

Karli Ewaniuk

Linda Giesen

The following individuals were honored at the Sauk Valley Community College 
commencement ceremony, May 10, 2024.





Endowment Overview
The Foundation maintains 62 endowed funds designated by donors for specific purposes 
such as scholarships, program support, and capital improvements. 

As of June 30, 2024, the Foundation had received
endowment gifts totaling $971,772 from donors.

$683,185 designated as one-time gifts

$288,587 as pledge and recurring gift contributions

A total of $106,573 was awarded in endowed scholarships and 
assistance to students during fiscal year 2024.
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